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Chiaki Yokoyama Thank you very much, Professor
Senju. It is our great pleasure to welcome Christo and
Jeanne-Claude at Keio University’s Hiyoshi Campus.
Their art has given great impetus to people of all
ages; | am among those of younger generation,whose
perception was completely changed after experiencing
their artistic activities. “What is their art, then?” you
might ask. It is not simply an object. It involves
the whole process of finding, discovering, looking,
imagining, talking, persuading, getting others
involved, making others able to dream, making the
dreams come true, recording, losing, still remembering
and sharing the memories of creation untill the end
of our lives. They teach us that art is an endeavor to
communicate,to inspire, and to live. To experience the
work of Christo and Jeanne-Claude means acquiring a
totally new perception and never-imagined experience
of our environment. I am quite certain that the people
of all ages present here today will have that privilege

through them.

There are people that I would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude on this occasion. First, to Professor
Senju Hiroshi, a prominent artist himself and Vice
president of the Kyoto University of Art and Design,
for having chosen Keio University as a co-host of
this great opportunity. Professor Senju embodies
and shares the meaning of art, which is expressed by

Christo and Jeanne-Claude, through his own artistic
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activities.

Second, to Mr. Masahiko Yanagi, an art critic, for
kindly accepting the responsibility for liaison and the role
of interpreter.

Third, to Keio Art Center for their valuable advice and
support.

Last, but not the least,I thank the staff and faculty
members of Kyoto University of Art and Design and of
Keio University, especially the Research Center for the
Liberal Arts, for making this dream come true. Thank you

very much, indeed.

Jeanne-Claude Good Afternoon—KONBANWA.
Our friend Masahiko Yanagi has kindly agreed to
translate our lecture. He has been part of our working
family for 30 years and we fondly call him our
Japanese son. We are going to show you our color
slides; the presentation usually takes 45 minutes, but

with the translation, it could last slightly longer. After
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this presentation, we hope that some of you would be
courageous and ask us questions. We will answer all
your questions as well as we can. Any kind of question,
even very personal questions are also welcome. But we
will not answer three types of questions, so please don’t
ask them: no religion, no politics, no generalities and, of

course, not about other artists.

Both Christo and I were born on June 13, 1935 in the
same hour, but, I promise you, to two different mothers.
We met in Paris in 1958, and in 1964, we went to live
in New York City with our four-year-old little boy. And
I don’t know how those things happened,but today he
is now 46 years old and he and his wife Marie have an
adorable 13-month-old little boy. Our son is a poet and
a writer. He has also made two films; one titled “For
Peace, Against the War” was nominated for the Academy
Awards. It was a long time ago that he made that film
and the war never came. It was called “the Cold War”.
He has many books published of his writings and poetry.
We have promised our son that whenever we would have
the chance to address a large audience in front of us, we
would convey his message to people. And the message
is: “Please protect the Planet Earth because we have only
one.” And of course the Planet Earth means everything
which includes the environment, the animals, and the

human beings, too. We will now start the color slides.

Christo

will be about our work on progress, “Over the River”. It

I like to start the color slides. The color slides

was started in 1992. I’d like to talk faster so, after that,

we can have time to ask questions.

Jeanne-Claude You have to protest because when

he talks very fast, nobody understands anything.

T3, A4 FEMABRE L% BIAICER
FHLTEMZ LW ZEnwERwET, X
ADEMTRTCICTELRIBEZ LV ERVWE
To FEEIMARZEMCTCHHEBETT, LA L3O,
R bBEZONGEVWEMABHDETOT, €9
Vo BRI L RWTL 228w, o F D EH. BUA.
— W T A EMTY, bBEAHAMDOT —T 4 A
MIOWTHBEZTEI A,

7V AMOHD 193546 A 13 HOH CKERMIZE
FNF LA BHAAMNLDOREHS S TTH, 1958
RN TNIFHEA W, 1964 4E12 4 %0 BT %
NTZa—a—7ililBY L, BFIEAEHER
TEIZAIED ) 46T, HIiFFETY —L 13 7
HIZHAWENBOFINE T, B I3EATLE
KTTo PRIEWHE S Ao TVWE T, —FIT [
TRELFHIZ] Lo BEITT 77 I—FIZ/ 3
F—=bFENF Lo AT OWLHE % 1E - 72D 1Rl
EHIDZ & TR, MREFITEZ ) FETATL,
ZO0bYIZ [HWEKR] LIFEN23008H0 F L7,
WOFFEREMEIARL LTEHEM SN TwE T, £
LR EHROBWRICEIREVD 2 - CICETOD
A=V REZHEHRHELTHET, Hhh s
WEACBEZLZVDIE [olz—D2 L kwnil
HREWIEZHES TR Lo bHAAMERE
. HARL REL B, ZLCAMoTRToZ L
TY, 8T, TREHIF— - ZA54 FoLmziho %
LE9o

UK b ZEBEHLSATA FiEfAL B
Gy WMYMATYS, (F— V= HF - Y )N—) Z
DNTTT, T I9NFICHB LT Y =
FT9, $RITE, BEILEICE Y 2K % 40D
TPWEBWETOT, TEXAZITHLFETLIIIL
9,

IvyURX=00—F ZNHPHY bDRATYT X,
7 YA PHRIOTHS L& E > T o H HI
LRVALNDL (%),



Christo Now very important thing I would like to say.
Left and right, we have television video screens but
color is awful. All the video quality is awful. I refuse
that the color slides should go through the electronic
device. You see they are the real color slides with the
real emotion in the middle, but with awful colors in left
and right. Well, we don’t lecture about electronics, but

we should know about it.

In 1991, we were finishing the project “Umbrellas”,
a joint project for Japan and United States. One work
in two parts, very much like a classical diptych. There
were 1340 blue umbrellas in Ibaraki and 1760 yellow

umbrellas in southern California.

Jeanne-Claude Now please look carefully at
the image of the umbrellas. And you will understand
that you should not always believe what you read in
the newspapers. The media journalists and television
always talk about our work as if it was wrapping by the
wrapping artists. And there was a very charming, very
nice article about the wrapped umbrellas. You can easily

see this has nothing to do with wrapping.

Christo The length of the project in Japan was 19
kilometer long and each umbrella was 6 m tall and 8.66
m diameter. In Ibaraki, we have 90 umbrellas standing in

Sato river. Each umbrella has 60 sq m surface.

Many years before we had idea about umbrellas,
in 1971, we started to work on a proposal to wrap the
former parliament of Germany, the Reichstag, which

is today, of course, it is the parliament of Germany.
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We had a big difficulty with the permitting process
when we had a first refusal for the wrapping of The
Reichstag in 1977, the second one in 1981 and the third
in 1987. When the umbrellas were standing in Japan and
California, we received a letter from the president of the
parliament of Germany, Professor Dr. Rita Siissmuth,
congratulating “Umbrellas” and saying probably
there is now a chance to start again to work with the
permits for the Reichstag. And, of course, we were very
excited of the chances of getting the permission for
the Reichstag, but we already had an idea for the new

project “Over the River”.

I will show here one of the very early drawings of
the form of the river, actually even the title is wrong,
not “Over the River” but just “the River”. This is the
little drawing of the size of letter, very small and simple
description that we would like to suspend fabric panel
way above the water. And you can see the work from
walking on the banks of the river. I drew a little person
here. But down near to the water, you have different
experience to see the project from under. These two
little drawings stay now in the collection of National

Gallery in Washington DC.

The chances to get permits for the Reichstag was going
ahead very well and we spent 180 days in 92, 93 and
’94, in the capital of Germany, City of Bonn at that
time, to work with the Deputy of the Parliament of
Germany. We were very eager to do the project of “Over
the River” in the United States. And, of course, we
know that most of the great rivers in the United States
are found in the Rocky Mountains. Only during the
month of August when the Deputy of the Parliament of

Germany was on a holiday, we could devote some time
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to work on “Over the River”.

In August of ’92, ’93, and 94, myself, Jeane
Claude and our friends collaborators, we drove 22,530
kilometers, investigating 89 rivers in the Rocky
Mountains. From these 89 rivers we came to six
possible sites of project. This red color brings out the
two possible sites of river in the state of Idaho. One
site in the state of Wyoming, two sites in the eastern
slope of Rocky Mountains in the state of Colorado.
And the one site in the state of New Mexico. When we
were working in this project, our friend photographer
Wolfgang Volz traveled with us and he took photographs
from the different sites and I was using these

photographs he took in my preparatory study.

Jeanne-Claude Often people wonder if Christo has
only one jacket, because on this photo of 1993, he is

wearing the same jacket he is wearing tonight.

Christo Now these are the study. They are also very
small, or 20 X 25 cm view from under and view from

above.

In February 1994, we got the permission for
“wrapping of the Reichstag” and we devoted all our
time, energy, money and wisdom to realize the project,

and it was realized in June-July of 1995.

We used 100,000 sq m of woven heavy polypropylene
fabric and 15 kilometer of rope and for two weeks over
five million people visited the site. After the 14 days
of perfect installation of exhibition of the Reichstag,
all the material was removed and all the materials was

industrially recycled.
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Now many years before when “the Reichstag” was
realized, in 1979, we started to work on the project
at New York City, “the Gates”. That proposal was
to install thousands of gates in Central Park and we
worked very hard, and after two and half years of hard
work, with the mayor of New York City at that time,
Mr. Koch, we had refusal. The refusal was sent in 1981.
After “the Reichstag” we started working again for the
permits for “the Gates” project with Mayor Giuliani,
the new administration of New York City. The Giuliani
administration also was critical to give us permission
for “the Gates”. At the same time, we haven’t yet had
the site for “Over the River” and we needed to go
ahead scouting more on finalizing the site for “Over the

River”.

In the summer of 1996, our team was much bigger

in number to go back to the rivers. Our chief engineer
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Vince Davenport, in the middle here, needed to take lots
of information data to make final decision where the
project would be built. The yellow rope simulates our
steel cables where the fabric needs to be attached. For
example you have here three yellow ropes that simulate
three steel cables created areas for two fabric panels.
Like, for example, we have that poly stand to calculate
the distance from the cables to the water, because we
need to have clearance that all the rafters can pass under
the fabric. On some occasion, one bank of the river is
higher than the other, and as you see, the panels are not

always the horizontal.

That all happened in the summer of 1996, and the
late 1996 and early 1997, we came to consensus that
in the aesthetical, engineering wise and for many other
reasons, the best site for our project will be Arkansas
River in the eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains in
the state of Colorado. This is a section of the state of
Colorado, up here, to the right, is the capital, Denver,
and below in the middle, we have Arkansas River. We
were using 60 kilometers of Arkansas River to install
10 kilometers of fabric panels in many locations with
interruptions. And of course, having the river, we have
also now the real image of the river. Here is the typical
view of Arkansas River and the south bank of the river
have the Highway 50 and the north bank of the river, the
Union Pacific Railway tracks.

Now all our projects, they are season projects. I hope
you understand that we did “the Gates” project during
the wintertime and, through the leafless trees, we can
see the gates. The “Over the River” project is a summer
project. We ask permission for 14 days to install our
project because the project had two ways to be seen. By

the road, from above, and by rafting, inside the project.
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Having decided the location, I started to do the
original works, collages and drawings and sketches with
a real situation. Like we have here, a collage, with a
much smaller size, than that colour slide, with pencils,
charcoals, wax crayons, and have a fine fabric to
stimulate the fabric panel. We see typical interruptions
for vegetation of course. I here used twine simulated
cables when we have an interruption. Now the view
from above, and we cannot see the river. They would be
fabric panels all those would be moving with the wind
like the waves, silver waves. When you are rafting under
the fabric panels, you can see all the cloud formation
and the contour of the mountains because the fabric is
very rough, loosely woven that you can have that vision.
One of the reasons we chose Arkansas River is because
it is the most rafted river in the United States. They have

300,000 rafters during the summertime without us.

Now the width of the fabric panels varies with the
width of the water. Sometimes they are 15 meter wide
sometimes they are 45—50 meter wide. The cable-to
-cable width of the fabric panels is around 12.5 meters.
And of course the minimum distance from the fabric
to the river is 2.5 meter, some occasionally even 5-6
meter high, because the banks of the river, they are much
higher.

Now the most difficult part in all of our projects is
to get permission. Everything in the world belongs to
somebody. And the first thing we’d like to know was
who owns this stretch of 60 kilometer of Arkansas
River, before obtaining permission. United States’
Federal Government or the taxpayer in the United States,
American citizen. They own the biggest percentage
of the land in the United States, over 20%. Of course,

they have a special ministry in charge of the rivers,
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the lands, the forests, and they starts a special ministry
with a special office, bureau, of land management
which technically administrates the land. That office,
that bureau, literally administrates the land. They rent
the land, they rent the land to the state, to the county,
to the corporation, to ranchers. For example, the north
bank of the river is rented since the time of Abraham
Lincoln to the Union Pacific Railroad Company. To get
permission for our project, we need to get permission
from the Federal Government in Washington D.C.,
State of Colorado, two counties of Colorado, eleven
governmental agencies and two private corporations.
And of course before we start working on this
description, discussion and negotiation, we needed to
present the project to many people living in that 60
kilometer valley. In this valley, there are many people
living there, eight villages and small towns. They have
a school, a little factory, churches and of course, the
hospitals, and many many things happen on this 60
kilometer. And I will show you here one of these typical
presentations in town hall in that area. Now they are
invited to listen to our explanation of the project. At the
same time, we would like to explain who we are, what
work we did for the last several years. For example,
we tell them that we did a project in Australia called
“Wrapped Coast” in 1969. We used 90,000 sq m of
woven erosion control fabric and 56 kilometer of ropes.
In 1972, we finished a project in Colorado called “Valley
Curtain” with 16,000 sq m of fabric. The width is 381
meters, 55m in the center, and 110 meter from main

foundation.

Jeanne-Claude Now look very carefully. This is
definitely a curtain, an almost normal curtain hanging

between two mountains. Why did the journalists call it

T B, 20%%FHLTWET, T A HBUF
OHFIZIZEAR DN LHh, FheEE2EHT HHE
BHDET, ZOLIPO—EMIEHHOFERIY -
D, ENooTHoFLILEZITVET, DF DM
R HDHVIIEE, B DI ORISR EEIC
THEFETDIFTT, FlzIE, 7=V =)llod
HOFWPIEAHTTA, 7TINL ) V=V
BRRETH 72T Hh06, §oba=F Xy
T4y 7HBIZELEBEINTVWET, 2o7E
7 VEBOZDIZIET A EREBNF, Fhvhrs 3
ouZ M, 2us KO 22008, 7 2 B EFFO
11 OEFHE, T LT2Oo0ORMBMEED ST % HA
FTHIEDPLETT, 7272, T0X) ekEIcay
77 MR- THLAVRREBZHEDOLHIC. 7
F—IZRA BB L TWERenwZ Eid., 2ol
60 FUDFEBIZHELNZBIMEMDOFHHAET L &
TL72 2060 FTX—FIVEBIZITZ L DA%
BHER GEFSHOEE L /NS ZITHANL OhH D
T3, TR FRDBDY. THIDY., #HEDD
D, bHELAWKEL DY T3, TDLY THA G
BRI NTWADTT, 4. TEEVWTWALD
3. TORED 1 DORFZHETOERANDHPIET
To WHITRTWZZE, RN nwZ %
S L F L72AS FERC, 2B ERO», &
LCZOBEMIED L) ttFE2 LTE 2 £
NEFHWATLLESH Y 3. BlzZIE BT+ —
A N5 7T 1969 I (L E N v
Tuy 7 bEITWE L7 9O FRF A= FMLVDR
TR L 56 Fux—Ftrvoa— 7S T,
DR BARATZDTT, 1924EI2iFan s
FHT (Y7L — - H—F) EWIHIERZBEL
F L7z THUEZ 1T 6000 A — MVorofi & fEio
725 DOTY, W@ 381 A— ML, HRFGORESIH
55 X — b, MmO THEEY L2H5EE S 10
A—=FMLBHDFE L7

JpURX=00—F FERLTIEHTNIG2 5
I, ThirFEnb R EEDOH —F7 T,
e ZND 2 OO OBIZPIT 5N TR En) Z

WR7—F4 A M3y b7 r I8 [Z YA P&V Y v X =2 u— FifiEs]



the “Wrapped Curtain”?

Christo  After working four and a half years, finally in
1976, “the Running Fence” was realized. It’s the fence
running in Sonoma and Marin county for 40 kilometer.
Its height is 5.5 meters. And 220,000 sq m of fabric was
used for that project. And the western extremity of the
fence disappears into the Pacific Ocean. In 1978, we did a

project for Kansas City, Missouri, “Wrapped Walkways”.

Jeanne-Claude 1 forgot to tell you, I apologize that,

of course, it was not a wrapped fence.

Christo And we used 12,000 sq m of fabric for warm
autumn days for this “Wrapped Walkways” at Loose

Park in Kansas City, Missouri. It was four and a half
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kilometer.

After three years of work, in May 1983, “Surrounded
Islands” was realized. We surrounded 11 islands with
585,000 sq m of floating fabric on the surface of the
water. That project is a Jeanne-Claude’s idea. The fabric
was floating 70 meters on the surface of the water
and was attached to that octagonal shape buoys. We
anchored those buoys with 1,000 marine anchors in

Biscayne Bay.

Jeanne-Claude Please look carefully and later you
will explain to me why the journalists say that we had

“Wrapped Islands”. We never wrapped any islands.

Christo
involving the oldest bridge in Paris, Pont Neuf. It took

In 1975, we started working on a project

us 10 years to get permission and finally in 1985, the
Pont Neuf was wrapped. We used 40,000 sq m of this

champagne colored fabric, and 13 kilometers of rope.

From the last town on the western entrance of our
project of Arkansas River, we are presenting now the
project to the other end of Arkansas River site. In this
typical meeting, we do so many of such meetings, our
team is on the left side and all these important officials
with their ties, federal, states and counties on the right
side. All these meetings like this photograph were held
in the late 90s. We are now with the Washington and
the Minister of Interiors, where we are presenting the

project to the director of that special office on the right.

Now we worked very hard that we put all this entity.
We needed to get the permission together and we have
typical meeting. 1’1l show color slides in which our

team is on the left side and all those official, federal,
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state and county, on the right side. The process of the
permit is not only legal. It involves lots of technical
information data. That is why our engineer Vince
Davenport dealt with many things. And in 1998, we did
the wind tunnel test in Canada. We are behind that glass
you know, behind the glass, there are 1/16 scale three
fabric panels. We needed to learn many things, about the
force of the wind and the cables and the hooks and the
anchors and the way how the fabric should be sewn. So

many of these elements were tested in this wind tunnel.

All our projects, they are unique images, meaning
that we will never do another “Gates”; we’ll never do
another “Umbrellas”; we’ll never do another “Running
Fence”. Ourselves and our engineers do not know how
the project will look, they do not know how to build the

project.

Jonita Davenport, our project director, Vince
Davenport, our chief engineer, and Wolfgang Volz tried
to find a location, then we did life-size tests of one-to-
one scale in the late ’90s. We cannot do it at Arkansas
River because we don’t have permission. Far away from
Arkansas River on private property where nobody can
see us, we did four life-size tests. Now there are several
fublic panels, different type of fabric, different type of
extra fabric, different type of folding, different type of
hooking, different type of cable attachment, and many
many things we need to learn through these four life-
size tests. They are one to one scale. You see here, for
example, there are different types of tonality for the
fabric colors; one has more silver, another one more
copper. All that is working to these life-size tests. It is
very important to make an aesthetical choice what fabric
we choose and how that fabric will be fabricated, sewn

together, and attached to our cables. From underneath
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you can see all the cloud formations and mountains, and
of course this is how that typical... . We have the scale
with our friends standing there. And of course all that
gives us a part to the study that will be incorporated in
the permiting papers. See Jeanne-Claude standing here

at the bottom to give you the scale of this.

I said that we are using 60 kilometer of river to install
10 kilometer of fabric panels in many many locations
and many sections. We need to pinpoint exactly where
these fabric panels would be installed. The fabric panels
are generally rectangular but you see very well when you
have curves of the river, they have trapezium form. We
have an interruption for a bridge here on the right side.
And you see these are cables which are led here; they go
much further away.

All that work done costs lots of money. Myself and
Jeanne-Claude, we are not independently wealthy. The
money came from the sale of the original works of
art I do with my hand. Basically they are preparatory
study. We have been working in the industrial building,
downtown Manhattan, for over 40 years, on the fifth
floor, and there’s no elevator to my studio. I’ll show you
now the color slides of my studio. For over 40 years, I
have had no time to clean it up. In that corner, usually
on a little table, I do smaller size work. They are letter
size, little bigger, and I often do the sketches, drawings,

collages where I glue different things on the paper.

All the preparatory studies are done before the project
is realized. I do not make drawings now about “the
Reichstag” or “Umbrellas”; they were done all before

the project was realized. For example, these preparatory
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studies are for “the Pont Neuf” project. And It is of
course much smaller size of the original work. I used
pencil, pastel, wax crayon, and charcoal. I used finer
cloth to simulate the fabric of the Pont Neuf and twine
for the ropes. That work is in two parts; the right side
of the two parts depicts the aerial photography of Paris,
where the Pont Neuf is situated and a 16th-century
drawing of the Pont Neuf. That study collage which is
a preparatory study is now in the private collection in

Belgium.

The same-size work, this is a preparatory study for
“the Gates” project. This study is from 2003, two years
before “the Gates” and, of course, I used finer fabric
to simulate the cloth of the fabric panels. Because this
collage was done just two years before “the Gates”
project was realized, we already had the right fabric
for our project, which is already here. And the map is
only a section of Central Park and that central red is the
area which is drawn below. I ask our friend Wolfgang
Volz to take a lot of black and white photographs. The
original work is much smaller than it was sketched
here. And I used wax crayon and enamel paint to make
that little sketch. You see very well that interruption
for the vegetation. You have small interruption. Now
the red line is the grid which helps me, using that little
sketch, to make a larger work of art on the larger piece
of paper. And of course, for the larger piece of drawing,
I put the paper on a wooden board. And this is another
not-glamorous space in my studio and I am doing a
drawing about “the Reichstag”. On the left side is a
little sketch of “the Wrapped Reichstag”. This is how
this 1.65m drawing looks with pastel, charcoal, wax
crayon, and pencil in the lower part. Above, the second
part, we have both the cross section of the building of
the Reichstag with photograph by Wolfgang Volz of the
Reichstag with Brandenburg Gate. That drawing is now

in a private collection in Berlin.
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In the same-sized drawing about “Over the River”,
typically you see the inclination of the fabric panels
when one of the banks of the river is higher than the
other. The larger drawing is 2.5 meter long. This is the
preparatory study for the blue umbrellas. It was made
in 1987, 1 think. And all the blue dots are showing blue
umbrellas on the Ibaraki valley and, of course, this is the
area of “Jimba” where we installed over 100 umbrellas.

This drawing is in a private collection in Switzerland.

I can tell you that all the original works I do, I do
with my own hands. I do not have assistant. Everything,
every work is done by myself. From the fifth floor, no
elevator, I bring this original work to our second floor
for the potential buyer of work of art come to see us
and to buy works. And of course they buy the original

preparatory studies but sometime they buy early works.

This is the early work from 1961 called “Package”.
This is a wall piece, much much smaller than the color
slide, and now belongs to the National Gallery in

Washington D.C.
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In 1963 and ’67, I recuperated from demolition of
the street of the storefronts, window, doors, to rebuild
storefront inside in the room. They are like sculptures,
of course, but very looking like real storefronts because
they are done with the parts of the real storefront. They
have transparent glass that is obstructed with curtain
hangings. Then if something happens behind the curtain,
the door cannot be opened. This is like a precursor of
“Valley Curtain” or “Running Fence”. That particular
“Storefront” is now in the collection of the Smithsonian

Institution in Washington, The Hirshhorn Museum,

Washington D.C.

This is how we can build the project. We sell the
original works of art, early or recent preparatory
study. This is how we spent $26 million to realize “the
Umbrellas” and 15 and a half million dollars to realize
“the Wrapped Reichstag”.

Many years before all these projects were realized,
in 1966, we tried to wrap trees during the wintertime
at the Forest Park in St. Louis, Missouri. We never get
permission. We would like to wrap trees in Avenue of
Champs-Elysées in Paris in 1968 and 1969. We never
get permission. In 1997, we started to negotiate with
the small city of Riehen outside of Basel, to wrap 178
trees. And in November of 1998, we had these trees. We
had sunny days.We had winter. And we had beautiful
sunsets. In the late ’50s, and early ’60s, I used humble
ordinary oil barrels to do our sculptures. Sometimes
the sculpture was wrapped, sometimes oil barrel was
wrapped, and sometimes it was not wrapped, but just
left with bright colors. In 1962, one year after the
Berlin Wall was built, we constructed a temporary
installation of the Iron Curtain, the wall of 240 barrels.
That was in the left bank in the City of Paris in Rue
Visconti,between Rue Bonaparte and Rue de Seine.
Later, we did several temporary installations with

barrels in the institutions in the United States.
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In 1978, we arrived in the sheikdom of Abu Dhabi to
propose “the Mastaba of Abu Dhabi”. This is a photo
montage: it has not yet been realized. That structure has
two vertical walls, two slanted walls, and truncated top.
You can create that form by horizontally stacking the
oil barrels at angled degrees of 60. We will use 400,000
oil barrels in that proposal project. The height is 150m.
Vertical wall is 300m wide at the base. And slanted wall
is 225m long. When approaching the vertical wall, you
have this 150m-high mosaic of multicolor, like Islamic
mosaic, having varying color relations. In 1999, in the
museum of Germany, Gasometer, Oberhausen, we built
a wall of 13,000 oil barrels inside. That was 26m height
of the wall, 68m length and 7m depth.
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After the realization of “the Reichstag”, we had
difficulties with the administration of Giuliani, the
Mayor of New York City. In the late 90s, a friend of
ours tried to help us to get permission for “the Gates”
project. He tried to talk to the administrator of the
Giuliani administration, but it was not very successful.
And in November of 2001, that friend of ours was
elected as Mayor of New York City; he is Michael R.
Bloomberg. And at the moment he was elected, we were
full of hope that the chance of “the Gates” could be very
good. We put everything aside, and all the artworks
were to get the permits for “the Gates”. And in January
2003, in the press coference, Mr. Bloomberg announced
that we signed a 43-page contract with the City of New
York, to give us permission for “the Gates”. We put all
our efforts, energy and finally, in February 2005, “the
Gates” was realized. “The Gates” was 7503 gates in
Central Park. They were all 4,87m height, but the width
of the gates varied with the width of the walkways. Of
course, there were beautiful sunny days, we had snow,
and we had over 4 million people walking under “the
Gates”. After 16 days of exhibition of “the Gates”, all
the materials were removed and industrially recycled.

This is just a small part of 37 kilometer.

In the summer of 2005, we returned to Colorado to
work on “Over the River”. Our team is on the left side
working with the Colorado engineers. Meeting here
with the representative of the Federal Government in

Colorado. And meeting here with the special company,
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the chief director of that company who is in charge to
prepare an environmental impact study for our project.
And it is a meeting with the directors of the Colorado
parks, the gentlemen on the left here. I have said that
there are counties and the county officials were elected.
And here we have a meeting with the commission,
elected by the vote. Meeting for the Director of the
Chamber of Commerce is important because they are
big supporter of the project. Our chief engineer and
director, Vince Davenport and Jonita Davenport made
presentation to the federal officials at the site and the
area of the site. Vince explained that anchorage system
of our cables. And this is a typical example of so many
meetings we had in that 60 kilometer area. We are on
the stage, myself, Jonita Davenport, Jeanne-Claude, and
Vince Davenport. And we answered the questions.

And now, to finish this very long lecture, I will show
you some color slides of the preparatory study. Thank

you very much.

Jeanne-Claude Now are there microphones—who
wants the microphone to ask questions? Please, please
ask straight questions; no poetry, no philosophy, no

personal feeling, but straight questions.

Male Speakerl What is the origin or starting point

of your works?

Jeanne-Claude Oh, because we never do the same
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thing twice, for each project, the origin has a different
story. But of course, always we create works of art of
joy and beauty, with ideas that came out of our hearts
and our heads. We never do the idea of somebody else.
We do not do commissions. We want to create what we
want, where we want it, and how we want it. But not
always when we want it. That is because we want to
work in total freedom. We do not accept sponsors. And
all our workers are always paid, we have no volunteers.
The story of the inspiration for “the Umbrellas”, Japan
and USA, is not the same story of inspiration for
“the Wrapped Reichstag”. But I do recommend that,
when you have time, you look at our website, www.
christojeanneclaude.net, and there you will find our

whole life and many stories.

Jeanne-Claude Okay, let’s give the microphone to

somebody else. Go ahead, sir.

Male Speaker2 Thank you, Christo and Jeanne-
Claude. I'm very excited to be here now. Okay, well in
fact when I was looking at some of your works, they
reminded me of Japanese “Furoshiki” cloth. But during
the lecture, you constantly emphasized the fact that

you are not a wrapping artist. Now are you have more
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interested in the movement of the fablic? Are you more
interested in the movement of the fablic by water and

wind instead of making a shape with that?

Jeanne-Claude No, but that is a good idea. But
now you see, if you look carefully at the works, the
large scale of works, it is not only fabric that is used;
there is steel, aluminum, ropes, many many different

elements.

Christo  You know you should see the work, then what
is the work? “The Gates” project was not 7503 gates.
“The Gates” project was 7503 gates and 37 kilometers
and Central Park with the skyscrapers, with the street,
with the light, all that was a work of art.

Jeanne-Claude It’s all of that, plus the people,
the sun, the snow. But I’'m very happy you asked this
question, thank you, because the color slides show you
something that is almost dead. It doesn’t move, but our
work indeed moves in the wind and it changes color.

Thank you.

Male Speaker2 T have never seen your works before

in person, so someday I want to do so.

Jeanne-Claude See you in Colorado.

Male Speaker2 Thank you very much.

Jeanne-Claude Anybody in the other room has a

question? Do you have a mike?

Male Speaker3 1 had heard that sometimes you ask

other people to explain your own works and themes to
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people. Is that true?

Jeanne-Claude Never, we explain our work. But
of course, we allow and recommend that our friends
who know us very well do that when they wish to give
a lecture about our work. We are very happy. But I'm
very interested to know from the gentlemen in the other
room, what did he mean exactly—Was my question too

long? I only said, “Who?”

We are often asked, Christo and I, “How can you
find time to lecture all over the world?”” And the answer
is that you young people, you are our future. Because
after we are gone and the art historians will write, and
only God knows what. The young ones who have heard
us will say to the historians, “No, no, it was not at all
like that. We know.” That is why we enjoy lecturing.
Of course including people of our age is okay, but

especially young people.

Male Speaker3 1 have another question, which is, 1
understand your works are temporary for a few weeks or

few months—

Jeanne-Claude But you have not answered my
question, right.
Male Speaker3 Inan NHK program.
Jeanne-Claude 1 told you, an hour ago, don’t believe
everything you read in the newspaper. But Christo and I,

we have read ourselves in art magazines and newspapers

that we are very mysterious about our work. And there
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is not one artist alive today who lectures a tenth, one-

tenth of what we lecture.

Male Speaker3 My second question was I understand
your works are always temporary, but do you have any

intention to create something permanent?

Jeanne-Claude Well, yes, eh...no. In fact all of our
works are temporary. I don’t mean early “Packages” and
wrapped objects of the 50s and 60s, I don’t mean those.
All our works of large scale are temporary. But temporary
does not mean always the same thing. You don’t want me

to talk about it? It’s too complicated?
Male Speakerd Why is your work temporary?
Jeanne-Claude You asked if we want to do works

that are forever. No, we don’t believe in “forever”. Now

who has the other mike?
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Christo There I see.
Jeanne-Claude Okay, go ahead madamoiselle. Dozo.
Female Speakerl

Among what you have seen in

entire life, what impressed you the most?

Jeanne-Claude My “shujin” and my “musuko”.

(Audience applause.)

Male Speaker4 Okay, I have two questions. Have
you ever thought of using your work for the world
peace? And if you have ever thought of using Hiroshima
Atomic Bomb Dome?
Jeanne-Claude Christo and I, we are artists. We
create works of art of joy and beauty. The works of art
we create have no message and they are not the symbol.
They are only a work of art. They are only a work of
art and, therefore, they are totally useless. They have
no utility. Not even responsibility. No justification. But

they understand. Yeah? You understand.

Male Speaker5 Your works have been shown for
only about two weeks and you mentioned that all of
your works are temporary. But two weeks—okay you
have full two weeks but in different ways. Two weeks
for you ten years ago is different from two weeks for

you now?

Jeanne-Claude Right. Yes. You are right, Sir. But

I don’t have an answer for that.
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Male Speaker5 Why only for two weeks instead of

one week or three weeks?

Jeanne-Clauvude Okay. We work very hard and
sometimes the process is very long. And the process is
the part of the work of art. But it is not the aim. I will

explain it in human terms.

For a woman, the nine months pregnancy is part
of the process of having a baby. But that nine month
pregnancy is not the aim. The aim is that one day finally
after nine months, she will see the baby. That’s the aim.
So we have, Christo and I, a long process. And one
day finally we see the baby—our work is done. But
at that moment when we see the baby, “the Gates”, or
“the Reichstag”, or “the Pont Neuf”, we see our baby,
but we are no longer creative artists. The creativity is
finished. We become the two bosses of the garbage pick-
up team. We have to make sure everything is okay with
our workers; that our workers have food and water, and
raincoats if it starts to rain. But we are no longer artists.
Now, if we were very egoistic, for us, we don’t need two
weeks. We have seen the work, we have walked around
it. We have loved it. It was more beautiful than our
dreams. But maybe three days is enough for us. But we
cannot do that to the public. And that’s why we feel 14

days or 16 days is enough.

Male Speakeré We saw photographs of many
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people working for you in the slides, and also you
mentioned about Wolfgang Volz, your photographer. So

I want to know who are your working team.

Jeanne-Claude It’s not the working team,
it’s a working family. Well, there is one here, Masahiko
Yanagi, for 30 years. Wolfgang Volz, exclusive
photographer for 36 years. He is not 36 years. He
works with us for 36 years. And of course we have
Vince and Jonita Davenport, Project Director and Chief
Engineer, Director of Construction. I’m now going
to say everybody’s names. It’s too long. The lawyers.
Scott Hodes, for 43 years he has been with us—And
the engineers. There are a lot of them, but sometimes as
we are older, one of them dies. Tom Golden, the project
director for the Yellow Umbrellas in California, is no
longer alive. But they are our working family. Okay, the

other room.

Male Speaker7 1In order to realize your project,
you have to explain what you want to many people, to
convince them. And what is the most important part in

this? How do you convince people?

Jeanne-Claude Yes, well, of course the preparatory
drawings, collages and scale models created by the hand
of Christo are the tools that help us explain what it is
we wish to do. I say drawings, scale models created
by Christo because I do not draw. When Christo and
I met in Paris in 1958, he was an artist, I was not. I
became an artist only out of love for Christo. And if
he had been a dentist, I would have become a dentist.
But when you see a preparatory work for “the Gates”,
the drawing, that is a work by Christo. When you look
at the photograph of the real “Gates” in Central Park
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or for those of you who were there and walked under
“the Gates”, that was a work by Christo and Jeanne-
Claude. So the preparatory drawings are important so
that our engineers, our lawyer et cetera know what we
want. Then of course, when we go and find who owns
that place, again, we have to show what it is we would
like to do. And not only the private people like the 475
rice field farmers in Ibaraki, from whom we had to
rent the land and sign a contract, so we could put the
blue umbrellas on their land. So we were showing the
preparatory drawings and collages and they would see
and often they even recognize their farm and their rice
field on the photos of the original work. And they would

say, “oh, yes, that’s nice, Kirei” .

But also all those preparatory drawings, collages,
scale model, for one project and for previous project
and the early works of the 50s and 60s is what we sell
to museums, private collectors, corporations, so that we

will have the money to build the project.

Female Speaker2 Okay, about the question from
the other room before. Maybe the man did not explain
his question well. I saw the same NHK program,
and the commentator was saying that you leave the
interpretation of your works to the audience. I think it is

quite correct, isn’t it?

Jeanne-Claude Oh, yes, yes, yes. the interpretation,
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absolutely. Yes, we have misunderstood each other.
Absolutely, every interpretation is legitimate, which is
not always the case with art. Usually if an art collector
is in the studio of an artist and looks at a painting and
she says, “oh, what a beautiful horse.” The artist is
not happy. He says, “no, no, this is a cow.” Now in
1983, we had just finished surrounding, not wrapping,
surrounding eleven islands in the heart of Miami. And
it was pink fabric floating on the water. An elderly
lady came to me and she said, “Are you responsible for
that?” And I said, “yes, Madam, my husband and I, we
are the artists who created this.” And she said, “this is the
most horrible thing I have ever seen.” And she added, “it
looks like a Pepto-Bismol pill.” A Pepto-Bismol comes
in pills but also in liquid. And of course, I said, “well,
Madam, we are sorry you don’t like it. When did you
see it?” “Oh”, she said, “I’ve not seen it yet, only on
television.” So I said, “well, I hope maybe you will see it,
maybe you change your mind, good-bye, Madam.” Not
even one-hour later, a gentleman came to me and he said,
“are you the artist?”” And I said, “yes, my husband and I,
we are the artists.” And he said, “God bless you. This is
the most beautiful thing I have ever seen in my entire life.
It looks like a giant Pepto-Bismol’s pill.” So, yes, every

interpretation is valid.

Male Speaker8 You are the artist, but you are
unlike any other artist in the world. You are very unique
from other artists. But how do you describe yourselves
as other professionals, or compare yourselves to other

professionals, for instance?
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Jeanne-Claude What do you mean by other

professionals?

Male Speaker8 Because you have a very unique

working style. You have very unique working style.

Jeanne-Claude No, we are simply artists. That’s all.
We don’t know how to do anything else—only artists.
But of course, many journalists and writers and art
historians like to give labels, like they want us to be...
whatever. They want labels, they don’t know in what
category to put us. But Christo and I, we believe that

labels are very important, but for bottles of wine.

Christo But I probably would like to answer to this
question now. If you read our works of art, you can
understand it very easily; if you read it like a book.
For example, “Surrounded Islands” is very painterly

project. It’s a very flat like a shaped canvas, pink
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color, green water, blue water... “Wrapping of the Pont
Neuf” in Paris is like a sculpture. But the Pont Neuf
was also a bridge. It was like architecture. Installation
of the thousands of umbrellas in Japan and California
was building like houses without wall—a two-storey
high houses. It was very much like building houses.
Of course, and now come to the essence and you will
understand my point very easily. Nobody discusses
of the painting of one painter before that painting is
painted. Nobody discusses about one sculpture before
the sculpture is sculpted. But everybody discusses if
one airport should be built or not built, or one bridge
should be built or not built before they are built. Now
these projects they discuss before they physically exist
because they have these inherent elements of sculpture,
painting, urban planning, and architecture. Now the
painting is flat like that. The sculptures are something
like that... (Christo holds up a plastic bottle) that even
something all around and you go around and the form
can change. Sometimes the sculpture can be very big
and you can go walk inside. But all these shapes, they
are designed by the artists. Even you can make an
installation like, today, where we install one television
here and one object there, but all these relations are
decided by the artist. There is one space you would
never think about. The moment you walk out of your
home, and start to walk in the sidewalk, somebody
designed the sidewalks. You take your car and drive on
the road, somebody designed the roads; all the red and
blue lights out there where you move around. Designed
by the urban planner, politician with ministries,
regulation, all kind of logistics, 24-hours around the
clock. They are highly regulated space designed by huge
amount of people. Now, Jeanne-Claude and myself,
what we gonna do? We borrow that space and create
gentle disturbances for a few days. By borrowing the
space, we inherit everything that is in that space to be
part of the work of art. We borrow the Reichstag and we

inherit their politics of the Reichstag. We don’t invent
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the politics of the Reichstag. We borrow Biscayne
Bay and inherit all the ecology and environmental
issue in Biscayne Bay; we don’t invent that. Now we
enjoy, Jeanne-Claude and myself, to be involved with
that. Many people think this is terrible bureaucratic

nightmare.

Male Speaker? At what stage of a project do you
choose the color?

Jeanne-Claude Oh, very good. The color
consideration usually is not right from the beginning.
I remember a little drawing that showed a curtain,
white fabric, hanging between two mountains, just a
little drawing. But then we drove thousands of miles
in Colorado to find the perfect two mountains to hang
the little curtain. We did not know Colorado. In New
York, it was a white curtain. But while we were driving
in Colorado, all of the mountains are red, red, red
everywhere. The word “ Colorado” comes from when
the Spanish people were in that state long time ago and
they called it “Colorado”, which, in Spanish, means red.
So the color does not come at first, it’s a little bit later

consideration.
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Christo There are many things that are refined in the
making process; you start with a rough idea, and you

discover the site, and you work little by little.

Male Speaker10 1 would like to ask Christo a

question. Is that O.K.?

Jeanne-Claude We will see.

Male Speaker10 Okay. This question is based on
relationships. I would like to know that relationship

between wrapping, surrounding, and Christo’s jacket.

Jeanne-Claude What is the relationship between
wrapping, surrounding, and Christo’s jacket? I don’t feel
like answering that. No thanks. For me, that’s not an
interesting question. Excuse me, sir.

Male Speaker11 In order to acquire permission for
your project, you have put so much energy to negotiate
with the bureaucrats and talk to the local people. Have
you ever spent any efforts in explaining your project to
the nature of that site, like to the animals, the insects, and

the fishes?

Jeanne-Claude No, sir, we are still young, not yet
gaga. We don’t talk to the fish. But we have already
spent $700,000, almost a million dollars, to those
specialize in doing research of the vegetations, the
animals, the big horn sheep, the trouts, the people who
live there in the project “Over the River”; and that is

titled “Environmental Impact Statement”.

U
T

bbb L)z, 7ayar FEBOTHSL, D
T CREZRO TV DTY,

> Lk

D

JURAK 7avyzz bewv) 0REN»H4ETHR
FoTVEDLITTIERLLT, F78TATATHEDH
BEY, Ba kD) LB o4 E iz T
CHDHDTY,

EM10 7V AMEMEZLTHOWTTRN?

JvyUX=00—F I5HMZ ) PP oThbdE

LOREZAEDPIDEL LI,

S0 EHBEIZBAEICOWTTY, Wbl ek,

P72 A MDOETDE I vy FOBRIC

DNV W2 WTT,

I X=o0—KR HLRAZWITFE, £hil

ABHENNE R FEA, TNRIEROD HH Wk
B FEEAR,
SH11 Tuvar bEEBINLIIHZo T,

%L OTANF—FEH T, [THRRLMBIBIZEATY
BIAWHHEL, BEZ2E TS LewE 325
FEBRICZE ZIHEATV 2B R M7 &0 HRBR
K LT B Z S5 7201 A VF—ERITT
WHS LeWEIH?

JvIRX=00—R FTwIHA, Wb T2HE
WOT, ZZFTEANSNTIEFVETA, TTHH

WCEEL2MF720 I3 LERA. e, (F—I3— -
P N=) OTuT =7 bDOFZDITREIZ 70 JT B,
BIZE100 T FvfisoT, BEMEZE N, [ABEH
REIRIZH- 2 5308 v lisER2EoTwE T,
i, fEAd, B, FFY ey, W FLTE

WHEDB AL IC5 2 BB OWTHRZD DT,



Christo  You know that “Environmental Impact
Statement” needs a very long process. The first time
the work of art ever to have an “Environmental Impact
Statement” is “Running Fence” in 1975. Usually United
States government requires that for bridges, highways,
airports, the huge buildings. Now we are in Miami
in 1982 and we are working for the permits for the
“Surrounded Islands”. Federal government asks us to
make a study, because in Biscayne Bay, there are very
endangered specie called manatee—sea cow—very slow
mammals. They move very slowly and they are hurt
by the propellers of the speedboats on Biscayne Bay.
And the federal government would like to know how
they will live with the pink fabric. They hired on our
expense a marine biologist to make a test study. And he
covered an aquarium in Orland with our pink fabric—
floating pink fabric. And the manatee was swimming
underneath and of course they were pushing the fabric
to take oxygen—the fabric was loosely woven. And
after that, he uncovered the half of the aquarium to see
where manatee preferred to stay. And he sees that the
manatee prefers to stay under the pink fabric. Under the

pink fabric, they did develop mating instincts.

Male Speaker12 Where is the energy and enthusiasm
to continue working on the project? And how you can
maintain the enthusiasm?

Jeanne-Claude I’'m so happy you asked that,
because at all our lectures, we answer energy is not so
important. You can get it from Vitamin C. But for all the
rest, it’s very simple; It’s love for art and love for each

other.
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Female Speaker3 Why do you choose fabric for the
main part of your project? And secondaly, do you have

any plans to do another project in Japan?

Jeanne-Claude We have no project for Japan at the
present time. We enjoy using fabric, but it is not always
fabrics. Sometimes it’s oil barrels. And when we do use
fabric, it is in conjunction—combination with either
aluminum or steel or cables or ropes. But fabric is like a
second skin. It moves in the wind. And it is sensual.

(To christo) Yes?

Christo  Yes. Now, the important part of fabric is the
principle element of this vulnerability and temporary
character of our project. You know, you should
understand that project is fabricated off site for many
many months or years, but we install very fast at the
site. All of our projects have this nomadic quality. And
in a few days the entire area is transformed; it’s not
like brick after brick after brick. Of course, the fabric
is there and of course it translates that fragility that,
tomorrow, it will be gone for ever. I can tell you a story
of the “Wrapped Reichstag”. During “the Wrapping of
the Reichstag”, for one week, we have our rock climbers
see through working fence. We removed the fence, and
of course, probably thousands of people were walking
around the Reichstag. There were walking people and
they were touching the fabric; you know, city people,

like walking around Tokyo, touching the building.
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Male Speaker13 My question is, if you see the
locations, the places, the countries you have chosen for
your works, these are the places such as United States,
Germany, and France. There are also lot of people that
want to see those kind of works. Then what about the rest
of the world and the rest of the places? For example in
the third world, Eastern Europe, South America, Asia, the
places that people...
Jeanne-Claude I know—how do we choose the
country where we want to work. First of all we have
forgotten so many things, especially Australia—it’s pretty
far away. But we are only two human beings with one
life. We cannot build all over the world. It’s physically
impossible. And of course we have to have a support in
place. People who will help us get the permits. A place
where we can hire very highly specialized workers.
And a place where there are museums and collectors
who will buy the work. Because if we don’t sell, we
cannot build. And that is why we have no plans for
Timbuktu. Now there was somebody else there for the

last question.

Male Speaker14 1 heard that there will be an
exhibition opening in Hokkaido, and what will be

included in that exhibition?
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Jeanne-Claude Thank you. (applause)
We will do the signing right here for those who need our

autograph. But first I’'m going to take 2 minutes to do

something very bad, smoke a cigarette.
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